402         THEODOEE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

the feeling in the League upon this matter that the organi-
zation itself was threatened with disruption. In answer to
the report of the subcommittee, some of the more con-
servative members of the League issued a protest against
affiliation. The protest was sent by Julian Street to Colonel
Eoosevelt with a request that he sign it if he saw fit to do
so. Instead of signing, Eoosevelt sent t6 Mr. Street a
letter addressed to the subcommittee, authorizing him to
make any use of it he thought best.

The letter was as follows:

SAGAMORE HILL,

July 28, 1916.
To the Subcommittee of the Executive Committee of the

Authors' League.
GENTLEMEN :

Since our correspondence I have carefully considered
the matter, and I have now read the "protest" against the
proposed action.

Not only does this protest contain some very strong argu-
ments against your proposed action, but the mere fact that
so many of our leading members sign it makes it in my
view inadvisable and improper to take the proposed action.

The Authors' League should be kept a united body and
not required to deal with burning questions remote from
its proper interests, and as to which its membership would
be bitterly divided, and in view of the facts as they now
appear, I would regard the proposed action as equivalent
to the disruption of the Authors' League, and I therefore
most earnestly hope that it will not be taken.

THEODORE EOOSEVELT.

Mr. Street decided, after some reflection, not to send the
letter because he thought it might tend to antagonize or-
ganized labor.    He announced his decision to Eoosevelt                 !
and received the following reply on August 4,1916:                             j

"I don't care a rap whether the Federation of Labor                )

does or does not understand my position. I am getting to be
too old to count in the cost of such matters! If that letter                 !